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of Crete at the period in connection with this far-famed
record, will clearly demonstrate the feeble state of the
kingdom of Athens. Under the influence of the maxims
and laws of the celebrated Sage Menu, the kingdom of
Crete appears to have risen to an unexampled state of
.prosperity; and even in the time of Homer, when its
power was already on the decline, ninety cities were the
flourishing evidences of its vast prosperity. Judging from
no scanty evidences still preserved in the geographical
features of that once wealthy state, many strong features
of tie Brahminical system appear to point to the true
cause of the tributary position of Athens in the days of
Theseus. "While Athens was yet struggling for that
compact form of government, by which alone her political
existence could be fostered and maintained, Crete seems
to have^ been- under the powerful influences of a quasi-
Brahminical priesthood.

A tribute was demanded from the then feeble state of
Attica; viz., the annual sacrifice of seven youths and seven
maidens, to be offered up to the MENOO-TAURA, 1 (MENO-
TAUitos,) or the Menoo-Durga. Durga, in the character
of Cali, the awful goddess of destruction, is perhaps the
most sanguinary of the Hindoo deities. She is repre-
sented as wearing a necklace of skulls, and with ferocious
joy, trampling upon a prostrate human body. Her ritual
is equally sanguinary. Prom this peril the young Athenian
monarch escaped by gaining the affections of the priestess
of the idol. The other event, which occurring in the
military career of Theseus, has given rise to grave doubt
and copious speculation, I trust will now take its place in
the category of History. I allude to the Thesean combats
with the Amazons, and more especially to that part of the
supposed legend which assigns the scene of the last great
conflict to Athens itself.

3 Tdra (pronounced Taura),Durga; Menoo-Tdra, the Menu-Durga.